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Introduction 

My dear sisters and brothers greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen   

“And whatever you do whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him,” (Colossians 3:17).  

In the preceding verses of chapter three in his letter to the Colossians, Paul lists eleven negative 

traits to avoid and eleven positive traits for believers to imitate. This verse is a summation of 

Paul’s teaching to the church as it begins with the all-encompassing phrase “whatever you 

do.” Anything unmentioned in his list is to be understood from his words in this verse. This 

includes what we say and how we act. This fits cleanly with Paul's rejection of legalism and 

pious self-denial. Our relationship with Christ is not about a set of rules—human minds could 

never make enough individual rules to cover every possible situation. Instead, we are to submit 

everything, and every moment to Christ. Instead of living by a checklist, we are to submit to 

Him in "whatever" we think or do.  

Living in the manner that Paul encourages both the Colossians and us to is a difficult thing. To 

live our lives totally dedicated and obedient to our Lord Jesus Christ is a minute by minute, hour 

by hour, day by day, task. To live in this manner is a way of life.  

Our way of life since March 2020 took a radical departure from the norm. A departure that none 

of us anticipated as we entered into variety of ways of relating with one another. It has been a 

difficult year as we have experienced unexpected transitions in work, school, family, with 

isolation from in-person gatherings.  

Though not perfect, our new way of life has witnessed several reasons to give thanks and praise. 

Personally, I give thanks and praise for the people of God at First Presbyterian Church of 

Hollywood. Through the difficult times a new way of living has emerged. We have experienced 

life through on-line worship, on-line Sunday school, Zoom Bible studies, and Zoom support 

groups such as Grief Share, to name a few. We also began gathering together for in-person 

prayer walks and worship outdoors. Through these events we have experienced the grace, 

mercy, and compassion of our Lord.  

In your reading of the annual report I ask you to prayerfully consider where you are willing to 

serve the community of God at Hollywood Pres., where do you see new opportunities emerging 

for life as a community? Where do you see new opportunities in envisioning the future with our 

old programs? In other words, where do you see God calling you and us as a community of faith 

in 2021?  

Do not hesitate to send an e-mail or make a telephone call and volunteer. Let us join together in 

proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ in all we do in word and in deed.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Tim  
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Actors Co-op 

The Actor’s Co-op was two-thirds of the way through a successful 28th Season when the 

pandemic forced the closure of all live theatres and performances. In the spirit of the Theatre, 

Actors Co-op adopted the mantra, “The show must go online!”  

In September, Actors Co-op launched a new online series ORIGINS celebrating the birth of plays 

and playwrights with monologues from company members. Each month two playwrights born 

within that month were highlighted. Actors explored their journey to becoming shapers of the 

theatre, and celebrated their work by performing a monologue from one of their plays.  

In October, the Co-op participated in TOGETHER L.A., a virtual stage festival with other 

intimate theaters in Los Angeles. 

CAMP CO-OP, a two-week Summer Theatre Camp for kids, was also cancelled for 2020 but is 

determined to return when it is safe to do so. 
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Children’s & Family Ministries  

The year 2020 was a great big experiment for all 

of us – particularly in Children’s & Family 

Ministries where online engagement became the 

norm for families in all of life’s arenas. At first, it 

felt novel, with families sending in pictures of 

watching the online service and YouTube Bible 

Times. However, as the pandemic went on, we 

had to get really creative! Children’s and Family 

Ministries Director Courtney Rominger made 

sure that Bible Time videos were available not 

only for every day of Holy Week, but also for almost every week throughout 2020 and into 

2021, and the CFM Team made, mailed, and delivered goodies and worship packets for Easter, 

the start of the school year, and Christmas.  

 

  

In the summer months, volunteers banded together and created an awesome online VBS 

experience, with fun at-home activities, videos, and a zoom VBS dance party as the finale.  

 

Then in September, Sunday school relaunched 

online with volunteers creating videos and 

meeting with students on zoom. We can’t thank 

the volunteers of our church enough for all the 

energy and creativity they have poured out 

in order to engage our preschool – 6th graders in 

spiritual formation during this strange, 

distanced season.  
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One of the sweetest events of 2020 was our 5pm Christmas Eve Service. This service has 

traditionally fallen to CFM to plan and always features our children prominently in living out 

the Gospel narrative of Christ’s birth. A pandemic certainly wasn’t going to get in the way of 

that! With the help of families, band members, sound techs, and an amazing video editor 

volunteer (Eric Myers!) we managed to pull off an online Christmas Eve service that really 

made one reach for the tissues. It was worshipful and wonderful, and our families made the 

truth of Jesus’s light shining in the darkness really sing. Due to surging Covid-19 cases in LA, it 

was unexpectedly our only FPCH Christmas Eve service and was a blessing for congregants of 

every age.  

  

 

The main takeaway from 2020: Praise God for technology, amazing volunteers, and our 

YOUNG FAMILIES! Our faith family is richer in theology and ecclesiology because of every 

single one of them. 
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Committee on Preparation for Ministry  

The Session Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) accompanies those who are 

preparing for Christian ministry by serving as session liaisons for those in the ordination process 

and by providing funding for all of the students in our cadre for tuition, books, and conferences 

from the bequests left to our church by Ellen Cobb, Dr. Robert Fraser, and Kathryn Cowles.    

Jourdan Turner was ordained as Minister of Word and 

Sacrament. Jourdan was ordained on July 12, 2020 to serve 

as Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Granada 

Hills. We were sad to lose Jourdan as our Director of Adult 

Spiritual Formation and Community Life but thrilled for her to 

step into her pastoral calling! We were thankful her call was 

nearby so many from our congregation could attend her 

ordination service! (Socially distanced and masked, of course.) 

Jourdan is engaged to marry Rev. Jonathan Cornell, Senior 

Pastor of Wabash Presbyterian Church in Indiana.  

 

We also celebrated the ordination of Lindsay 

Anderson-Beck on January 22, 2021. Lindsay 

was ordained and installed as Associate Pastor at 

Allentown Presbyterian Church, in Allentown, New 

Jersey. Lindsay served as one of our first two Fraser 

Fellows and was active in leadership in our Young 

Adult ministry. After transitioning from 

FPCH, Lindsay served as a pastoral intern at Knox 

Presbyterian Church in Pasadena and on staff at San 

Marino Community Church in student ministries. Join 

us in celebrating with Lindsay and her husband Will in this new call to serve God on the East 

Coast!  

“Fraser Fellows” is our newest program. Every year 

one or two individuals are selected to do two-year 

internships at our church with stipends and education 

expenses from the Fraser Fund.   Ruth Schmidt, 

who served her second year, has been taken under 

care by our session and is enrolled as an Inquirer by 

the Presbytery of the Pacific in the ordination 

process. Ruth was a huge gift to FPCH as she helped 

the church navigate online communication during the 

height of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ruth now serves 

as the Director of Operations and Programming at 

Fuller Seminary’s Brehm Center.  
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Dean Choi is one of our second-year Fraser Fellows. Dean has 

been active in ministry at FPCH and is completing his M.Div. at 

Fuller. Dean became an Inquirer with the Presbytery of the Pacific 

in 2020. He has been faithfully serving as a Pastoral intern on our 

staff in Community Life, Children’s and Family Ministries, and 

Young Adult ministry. Dean creatively planned our Advent 

services outdoors with the theme, “Mercy Restores.”   

 

Nelson Steinert is another of our second-year Fraser 

Fellows. Nelson graduated from Azusa Pacific University in 

May with a Bachelor’s of Arts in Practical Theology and Minor in 

Biblical Studies. Nelson was one of two students to receive an 

award for most outstanding practical theology achievement. As 

Nelson completes his second year of the Fraser Fellowship, he is 

serving as the point-person for our Student Ministries and 

continuing his work with our Urban Missions team. Nelson was 

married to Mandy in August 2020 and the two will be heading to 

the East Coast this fall as Nelson enrolls at Princeton Theological 

Seminary.   
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Communications  

The FPCH Communications team delivers news and updates to the congregation and 

community through these outlets:  

 

 Announcement slides before and after the Worship Service  

 FPCH.org website  

 ePres – weekly email newsletter (1,100 Subscribers)    

 Facebook  

 YELP  

 Departmental e-Newsletters   

 Seasonal Mailings and Cards  

 Deacon/Elder contact groups  

 Weekly Worship Service bulletin   

 Departmental Instagram pages  

 

In March of 2020, all printed and mailed communication ceased or moved online when the 

COVID-19 lockdown began. Almost all communications continue to be created and distributed 

electronically.  

  

The largest source of information to the congregation is 

the ePres Newsletter. The newsletter and emails lists are 

created and distributed via MailChimp. The 

newsletter’s content is rich with church and Pastoral 

Updates, liturgical season resources, links to Weekly 

Worship YouTube Services, and Announcements from 

ministry departments. On average, 300 to 400 people open 

the ePres weekly and interact with its content by clicking 

on various links for more information.   

  

Many ministry departments of the church provide updates 

via the ePres in lieu of distributing their own email 

communications.  Children’s and Family Ministries and 

Youth Ministries also compile and distribute their own 

newsletters.   

 

FPCH currently uses a logo (seen on the front cover of this 

report) designed by congregant Ann Beurskens. The logo 

features the church tower which was rebuilt almost ten 

years ago after it was discovered that the structure was unsafe. Many congregants faithfully and 

sacrificially gave their resources to the tower project, and it will continue to be featured 

prominently in the logo and in all church communications.   

https://www.fpch.org/
https://fpch.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=16e6fbd26eab349d94cc88178&id=3032cb1181
https://www.facebook.com/FPCHollywood/
https://www.yelp.com/biz/first-presbyterian-church-of-hollywood-los-angeles?osq=first+presbyterian+church+hollywood
https://www.fpch.org/wp-content/uploads/9.6.20-OW-Final.pdf
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For other graphics, including Worship Slides, Communications uses a free resource called 

Church Motion Graphics as well as a free version of Canva.   

  

 

The FPCH website was upgraded significantly in 2019 and is 

the main source of information past and present for the 

church. The website contains the church Mission statement, 

information about the church’s history, Who We Are and 

What We Believe, pictures and biographies of Pastoral Staff, a Calendar of Events, audio links 

to past Sermons and class recordings, and Facilities Rental Information. It also has a Donate 

button and area to sign up for the newsletter.   

  

During the first few months of the pandemic, 

Fraser Fellow Intern Dean Choi used his 

experience to ensure communications across 

social media platforms could reach FPCH 

members and people outside the church. It was 

our first attempt at gathering data on how the 

world and new believers could interact with our 

social media platforms. Dean compiled a report 

for senior leadership on how often people 

accessed our social media sites.  

 

Dean, along with A/V Coordinator Free Hallas 

update Facebook weekly with videos and 

seasonal worship and prayer gatherings. 

Church members often tag FPCH when they participate in in-person events. Various groups 

such as Partners in Christ maintain their own private Facebook page and Youth Ministries 

maintains a strong presence on Instagram.  

 

The Communications team consists of one part-time staff member, James Pinedo, also Rentals 

Coordinator, and Janet Iovino, Elder on Session. Fraser Fellow Ruth Schmidt led 

Communications until her tenure with FPCH ended in the summer. Then, early in 2021, James 

and his family moved to Texas. When the church is once again open and holding in-person 

worship services, a full-time Communications Manager will be hired.  
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Community Life 

The Community Life Team is currently made up of seven members: John Brownson, Shay 

Case, Dean Choi, Julietta Corti, Ethan Haymes, Kimi Walker, and Tom Hartshorn.  We have 

continuously met throughout 2020 to dream and plan Community Life Gatherings to offer 

fellowship, fun and discipleship.  

In August we were blessed to present FPCH’s first ever Drive-In movie event in the La Baig 

Parking Lot.  Thanks to the planning and leadership of James Pinedo, (Rentals Coordinator), 

Community Team members, along with volunteers and AV specialist Gryphon Graham 

transformed the La Baig Lot into a classic Drive -In.  The evenings feature was the new Disney 

film, GREYHOUND, starring Tom Hanks.  There were over 50 members and guests that 

enjoyed our first on-campus gathering since March of 2020.  

Community Life also organized an outside gathering at Griffith Park on the morning of All 

Hallows Eve.  We gathered near the Old Merry Go-Round with coffee, sweets, and some of 

us even dressed in costumes or wore silly hats.  We all enjoyed a morning of fellowship in the 

beautiful surroundings or Griffith Park.  

Team Members felt strongly about providing other safe and socially distanced gatherings on 

campus.  Pastoral Staff and the Community Life team believed that a prayer gathering would be 

a creative way to use our outdoor space and come together as a church to praise, lament, and 

petition our Lord together.  Amie Quigley provided wonderful leadership, organizing our first 

Saturday Prayer Gathering.  We met in the La Baig Parking Lot on a smoke-filled August 

morning and then spread around campus in groups of 5-7 to spend quality time in prayer as a 

community.  Our morning closed with a time of worship and praise, lead by Joel Larson and 

Blake and Jesica Russell.  We continued to gather every other Saturday through the month of 

November.  
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As the Advent Season began, we were fortunate to begin our first on-campus worship 

gatherings outdoors in the Mears Patio.  Frazier Fellow Dean Choi and Pastor Joel Larson 

planned a wonderful series in the book of Isaiah, entitled “Mercy Restores.” Community Life 

Team members and church volunteers converted the Mears Patio into an outdoor space of 

worship. Shay Case provided wonderful festive decorations that added to the Holy Time of 

Advent Worship.    

Dean assisted in the transition and community outreach on social media through Facebook, 

Twitter, and through the formation of our YouTube channel, Google, and Yelp pages. 

Community Life Team would also like to thank and acknowledge Joletta Sells, Gryphon 

Graham, and our amazing custodians Andres Gamero, Ricardo Garcia and Jose Cruz for all 

their hands-on assistance and prep for our Prayer Gatherings and Advent Services.  
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Deacons 

The Board of Deacons at FPCH currently consists of 16 people and one Assistant, Mary 

Hartman-Mealey. Over this past year, the way we serve FPCH and the community has changed 

greatly. We have been meeting via Zoom and trying to find ways to connect while staying apart.  

We continued the Emergency Assistance Response (EAR) which provides one-time financial 

assistance to those who have experienced job loss or unexpected financial need. In addition to 

financial assistance, deacons refer to outside agencies for continued support for physical needs. 

When needed, members of staff are contacted to further assist with spiritual/emotional needs. 

Through the generous donations of FPCH community, the deacons had approximately $100,000 

in the COVID/EAR fund. A normal year the EAR fund would have about $18,000. These 

donations enabled us to serve the many families who found themselves in financial need this 

year due to the impacts of COVID. The deacons supported 30 families in 2020 with the average 

award of $2,000 per family. We also assisted with groceries for seven additional families in the 

form of gift cards. Funds remaining have rolled over allowing us to continue to reach more 

people whom we normally may have to turn away.  

While visitation was placed on hold, the deacons have 

been brainstorming different ways we can offer a sense 

of connection to our congregation, particularly those 

who are higher risk due to age and may feel more 

isolated. Birthday cards continued to be mailed for those 

75 and older. Deacons tried to call those on visitation 

throughout the year and helped support the Geographic 

Communities Initiative that began at the start of COVID. 

Additionally, at Christmas deacons delivered poinsettias 

to the majority of those 75 and older and when able 

visited briefly with the recipients. The deacon board 

received many thanks and much appreciation for this.  

As we began to return to campus in a variety of ways, 

deacons volunteered to be greeters, serve in worship, 

assist with set-up, cleaning and tear down from various 

events. 

In the coming year, we will continue to mail birthday cards, make phone calls to those who 

might otherwise receive in-person visitation, and serve our FPCH community. We look forward 

to serving in person with each other and the greater body of Christ soon. 
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Facilities 

The year 2020 was full of changes and challenges for everyone and the Facilities Team was no 

different. With Hollywood suddenly lacking regular vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and the 

church staff mostly working from home, the campus experienced a number of incidents of 

trespassing, graffiti and break-ins. These did not result in large thefts, but in damage to some 

church property, highlighting the need for enhanced security staffing and more secure exterior 

doors and locks. The cleanliness of the campus and the sidewalks adjacent to church buildings 

also suffered as homeless encampments encroached more than usual and there was a decrease in 

law enforcement intervention. In cooperation with Amie Quigley and Brandon Malone from the 

Lord’s Lighthouse and Urban Ministry, new security hires and scheduling made a big difference 

as we were able clean up the boundary of the campus, increase safety and maintain a 

relationship of kindness and compassion with our neighbors. 

In the summer, Barnaby Coxon, the Facilities Manager, decided to move back to New Zealand. 

He was very active as a part of the FPCH family, Facilities, and Audio/Visual staff. Barnaby 

worked extremely hard through his tenure as Facilities Manager to document the property and 

quantify the necessary repairs and maintenance, as well as being a strong advocate for 

expanding rental income and activating unused spaces. Barnaby was very helpful in 

documenting his position, leaving the department in good shape. He also made himself 

available from New Zealand when the inevitable questions came up during the transition. In due 

time, we were able to hire Moe Jambazian as the new Operations and Facilities Manager. He 

has been a welcome addition and shown himself to be quite diligent and responsive. We are 

thankful to have him! 

Not long after Barnaby departed, James Pinedo, our Rentals and Filming Coordinator, decided 

to move back to Texas with his young family. In his two years in the position, James 

energetically sought and fostered relationships with new and existing clients and vendors, as 

well as greatly increasing rental income. Also, James was able to serve during the pandemic 

with the AV team and film our YouTube worship services, using his background as a film 

director. James was kind enough to recommend a replacement for his position, who we 

eventually hired, after reviewing other candidates as well. We welcome Rocco Ambrosio and 

pray for him as he meets everyone and settles into the position.    

While the campus has been so quiet in the Covid-19 era, we have taken the opportunity to work 

on multiple projects. Marker Karahadian is heading up the installation of a new Audio/Visual 

system in the Sanctuary that was bought and paid for before the pandemic hit, as well as 

replacing a faulty fan in the Women’s Bathroom near the Nursery. A valued vendor of ours, 

Tim Stivers, made air-conditioning (HVAC) repairs in the Sanctuary and Mears Center. He also 

fixed the large walk-in refrigerator in Mears. A team led and supplied by George LePorte 

installed new energy-efficient roofing at the lower, flat roof areas of the Mears Center. He also 

power-washed awnings around Mears and the CE Building, re-grouted some of the exterior 

bricks on Wylie Chapel, cleaned out gutters at the Gym, Mears and Wylie, and is working on 

the waterproofing problems at the Theatre and Cellar. 
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Moe has spearheaded termite treatments at the Preschool and Theatre, and campus-wide pest 

control plan revisions. He has tackled landscape pruning and maintenance in the Carlos parking 

lots, along the front of our buildings along Carlos and in the space between the Terraces and the 

Education Buildings. He is also working on nagging water intrusion issues in multiple buildings 

and the on-going effort to secure the campus and support ministry needs. There is much to do 

on our campus, and we want to pursue these tasks with prayer, resourcefulness, and 

cooperation. Many thanks to all who have helped us to care for the campus and the people who 

use it. We can’t wait to have everyone back on campus, to the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current Facilities team consists of Moe Jambazian, Operations & Facilities, Rocco 

Ambrosio, Rentals & Filming, Lee Finch, Elder on Session, Toby Johnson, Marker Karahadian, 

Elder, George LePorte, Elder on Session, Phillip Olive, Elder on Session, and Bob Reed, Elder.  
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Global Missions 

What a year of transformation for the Global Missions Team! Beginning with lock-down, some 

of our FPCH missionaries returned stateside for quarantine while others were forced by travel 

bans to endure difficult separations from spouses or family. 

Some faced increased danger where Christianity is illegal. Among our 26 missions in 20 

countries, courage, perseverance, and creativity flourished as many continued planting 

churches, improvising online worship and training new believers, bringing food and prayer to 

jobless or elderly neighbors. Here at home, incomes also fell as sickness spiked. Short-Term 

Missions were cancelled. And most significantly we celebrated the Home-going of our Fearless 

Leader, Anna Kerr, with cherished friends and missionaries around the globe. Through it all, we 

saw our great, good God at work. 

From the time Anna was a teenager she wanted to be 

a missionary (she was one of Henrietta Mears’ 

students). As God would have it, her mission field 

for 40 years turned out to be a classroom in the 

Downey school system. But in 1993, when Anna 

began serving as Volunteer Missions Coordinator, 

prayers for missionaries’ needs led to an idea that 

Hollywood Pres should field a cross-generational, 

cross-cultural team for a hands-on project overseas. 

She learned that Embangweni Mission Hospital in 

Malawi needed electricians to wire the hospital for 

solar power, and organized two teams from FPCH, 

with Anna weighing babies in the hospital nursery 

and her beloved husband Jack heading the electrical 

team. That began a growing partnership between 

FPCH and Embangweni Hospital, including projects 

such as an ambulance and new latrine. This 

team is now led by Jack Hardgrave.  

On December 1st, after mentoring innumerable young women in their spiritual journeys, 

heading up Faithlift for women of Los Angeles, and hosting years of small group Bible studies, 

Anna passed peacefully into the waiting Arms of her Lord and Savior, surrounded by ladies 

who love her dearly, singing her Home. Well done, good and faithful servant!    
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We have cast many cares on the Lord this pandemic year, and 

yet have so much to praise Him for – especially in guiding new 

approaches to ministry and better communication. We 

coordinated more closely than ever with Embangweni Hospital, 

so that FPCH could be more responsive to this rural hospital’s 

needs, as it serves 250 villages and more than 100,000 

Malawians under head doctor and administrator, 

Dr. Kondwani Zgambo. Our congregation’s gifts enable them 

to keep three interns on staff, a great improvement from only 

one doctor.  

 

 

Dan and Elizabeth Turk were called back to the US when 

the pandemic broke out. Madagascar is their home base. 

Elizabeth works on safe drinking water and public health. 

Dan has a PhD in agriculture and reforestation; he helps 

farmers plant fruit saplings near churches so parishioners 

can reduce hunger and poverty.   

 

 

The FPCH Prayer Group continued to meet the 4th Monday of each month and switched to video 

calls without a hitch in March 2020. This prayer group has met monthly for nearly two decades, 

specifically committed to multiplying the reach of the Gospel throughout a region of the world 

known for its multi-national conflict and refugee diaspora. We rejoice at witnessing many 

miracles of God providing and protecting. Ayako “Ike” Utsumi is moderator, with an average 

call attendance of 10-16 from around the world, and is FPCH’s primary contact within a 

network of 80 churches worldwide partnering in this work.  

Your Global Missions Team consists of Jack Hardgrave, Elder, Chair, Steve Johnson, 

Elder, Nancy Brown, Secretary/Treasurer, Beth Becker, Administrative Assistant, Tom Clark, 

Rebecca Russell, and Ayako Utsumi. 
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Personnel 

The year 2020 was a challenging one for FPCH staff.  The onset of the Covid-19 pandemic 

resulted in the Personnel Team placing numerous staff on full or partial furlough.  In June 2020, 

Session made the painful decision to close our preschool, resulting in the loss of our long-time 

director, Pam Tuszynski and her excellent, dedicated preschool staff.  Beloved Director of 

Global Missions, Anna Kerr, went home to Jesus toward the end of the year.  Many of our other 

gifted staff answered God’s call to new opportunities, challenges or retirement, several far 

outside our geographic area:  Nick Barrett, Jeni Barry, Bethany Corey, Barnaby Coxon, Brooke 

Coxon, Diane Leggewie, Maddie Smith and Jourdan Turner.  Our prayers and thanks for their 

dedicated service to the Lord and our congregation go with all who left our staff this year!   

God is at work in our midst during this time of transition, and we are happy to report that Tom 

Hartshorn transitioned to a new role as Pastoral Care Coordinator, which includes work with 

our Deacons and serving as Staff Chaplain.  We welcomed Joletta Sells as our Interim Worship 

Coordinator and Moe Jambazian as our Manager of Operations.  We outsourced our Human 

Resources functions to Kingdom One, an organization that specializes in providing Human 

Resources, Accounting, IT and Marketing support to churches and religious non-profits.  We 

began a search for a Controller that we put on hold for the moment, and extend our very grateful 

thanks to off-session Elder Karen Bayz, who graciously has been serving in a controller 

capacity and providing much-needed support in our accounting and risk management 

functions.  We welcomed and are grateful for the service of Elder Jennifer Christian-Herman on 

our team. Other members of the Personnel team are Tim Hodgin, Ruth Kawamoto, Carol Rinn 

and Patrick Yew. 

As we look toward re-opening our campus in 2021, the ministry challenges ahead and the 

election of a Pastor Nominating Committee to search for the next pastor God has chosen to call 

to lead FPCH into a new era, we ask that our congregation lift our staff in prayer regularly as 

they seek to serve Jesus and respond to God’s call to serve Him and our congregation with their 

gifts and talents.  Pastor Tim and the Personnel Team will be working to build community 

among our staff as we reopen and staff are able to come together and share fellowship in person.  
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Stewardship and Finance 

Our team is comprised of Karen Bayz, Linda Garberson, Steve Johnson, George Le Porte, 

Nancy Norris, and David Peterson. Interim Senior Pastor Tim Eichler and Bethany Corey are 

our staff representatives. 

The remit of the SFT is to:  

 Monitor use of existing funds 

 Strive to see that accounting policies are followed 

 Oversee the Financial/Investment portfolio 

 Recommend Budget to Session 

Needless to say, 2020 was a unique and challenging year. We were blessed by two new 

additions to the team, Karen Bayz and George Le Porte. We were sadden by the passing of 

David Peterson but rejoiced in his new “home.” In addition, Nancy Norris and Bethany Corey 

have moved on and are seeking how the Lord will be using them in the future. 

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 

The year 2020 was a difficult one. Uncertainty and changing governmental requirements made 

reaching out to our congregational family challenging. Ministries were not operating as usual. 

Members experience financial hardships. BUT the Lord provided and those who had pledged 

gave, and as a group they gave more than they had pledged to give. Additionally our rental of 

the property to ESLA provided significant income in the early months of 2020. However in the 

spring we furloughed staff, and by summer, with the ever evolving safety requirements for 

schools to be allowed to reopen, Session was left with few if any options, but to close the Pre-

School.  With the economy in “lock down” our rental income virtually disappeared. 

Over the years, FPCH has been blessed by financial gifts.  Thanks to members like Fred 

Gruberth, our investment portfolio was wisely managed. Upon recognizing our short fall we 

looked at funds for which their designated purpose no longer existed.  Money was moved from 

investment portfolio into the operating account.  As a result we were able to meet expenses 

without having to borrow money.  

By fall the giving had improved slightly and our usage of funds was diminished. 

The departure of a number of Staff members has been hard for all, but we have been blessed by 

Karen’s return to SFT.  Karen is a CPA and was CFO of a financial entity.  She identified 

multiple reporting issues that needed tidying up. She is our volunteer Comptroller for which we 

are so grateful. 

Additionally George Le Porte stepped in as our check signer. As a man who runs his own 

construction company he spotted some expenditures that could be reduced by more oversight. 

Also Steve Johnson negotiated our move to American Christian Credit Union. 

At the end of this document, you will see our year-end Financial Report and our 2021 Budget. 
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Student Ministries 

Student Ministries serves the youth of FPCH 

who are in grades 7 – 12. The team consists of 

Joel Russell, Elder on Session, Nelson 

Steinert, Intern, and Christina Yew, Elder.  

Despite unprecedented challenges in 2020, 

friendships were formed, and relationships 

were strengthened.  

Here are some highlights: 

 Winter Camp (Feb. 2020)   

 Open Mic Night  

 Music Nights  

 Game Nights  

 Movie Nights  

 Book Club  

 Virtual Christmas Parties  
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THE ALABASTER EXPERIENCE 

The Nancy Stanford bequest is invested to benefit the Alabaster Experience with each year’s 

earnings. Alabaster provides mentoring, cross-generational relationships and ministry creativity 

for high school women and their peers. During this, our pilot year, seven students and their 

mentors have met monthly to explore their unique giftedness, practice spiritual disciplines, 

study scripture, and learn about the community around them. They are currently looking at ways 

in which God is working among our friends that experiencing homelessness and exploring ways 

in which we might serve them. We are excited to see what students do in the coming months.  

 

  
In March we moved to a primarily online platform. We average about 20 students each 

Sunday. We were able to meet a few times on campus in the fall and hope to resume some in-

person activities soon. In June we said goodbye to our Student Ministries Assistant Director, 

Natalie Moreno. In November, long time Student Ministries Director, Nick Barrett, stepped 

down. Intern Nelson Steinert is currently leading the group. We are also abundantly grateful for 

the continued service of Eric and Suvanne Myers. The Student Ministries team is searching for 

a new director and assistant.   
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Urban Missions 

The Urban Missions Team seeks to further the work of the kingdom of God and to share 

the Gospel in our immediate neighborhood and in the city of Los Angeles.   

We began 2020 with our ongoing ministries - the Lord's Lighthouse on Sundays, the Hollywood 

Healthcare Partnership co-created with LA County Department of Mental Health which on 

Wednesdays provides access to housing and social service agencies, and the Winter Refuge 

Shelter which hosts guests with multiple health issues, collaborating with local churches and 

city organizations.    

We partner with various ministries such as the ones listed below.  In connecting with our nearby 

schools, businesses and social service agencies, we hope to participate in projects that bring the 

light of Christ to our city. Through relationships with friends and congregants who suffer from 

poverty, mental health needs, and homelessness, our intent is to assist with social service 

support and to create a sense of belonging in our church. In knowing and caring for our 

neighbors, we aspire to point the way to Jesus and to share His love in our community.   

Local Mission Partners: 

 Avenues Pregnancy Clinic  

 Forest Home student scholarship  

 Fuente de Vida  

 Fuller Seminary International student scholarship  

 Jews for Jesus   

 Oasis of Hollywood   

 QueensCare Health & Faith Partnership  

 Young Life  

 Youth First  

Although we’ve been challenged by the pandemic and social distancing requirements, Urban 

Missions has continued to find creative ways to support our friends experiencing homelessness. 

Following are just some of the stories of God’s provision, hope and the joy of being a family 

together.  

PROJECT ROOM KEY  

In order to help curtail the spread of Covid-19 among the city’s 

unhoused residents, Lord’s Lighthouse and Refuge shelter guests 

were housed through Project Roomkey The Project is a 

collaborative effort by the State, County and the Los Angeles 

Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA) to secure empty hotel and 

motel rooms for vulnerable people experiencing 

homelessness. Some of our friends carried their property in 

garbage bags into four-star hotels. It was certainly a glimpse of 

heaven! This funding allowed for vulnerable friends to be housed 
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indefinitely until other interim housing was offered during the pandemic. Pictured: Amie and 

Lighthouse friend Danny at the Luxe hotel downtown.  

 

PRESBYTERY SUPPORT – DELIVERING FOOD TO FRIENDS IN MOTELS  

Through funds from the Presbytery and partly 

through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, we were 

able to place other Lighthouse and Refuge friends 

into motels temporarily during the pandemic. 

Pictured: Elder Phillip Olive delivers care packages 

with food and hygiene items to friends at their 

motel.  

 

 

OUTDOOR BIBLE STUDY 

The Lord’s Lighthouse ministry began 

meeting in small groups outdoors for bible study 

and lunch on July 1, 2020. Gathering on our lawn 

at picnic tables studying the Word of God together 

has been a blessing to our volunteers and guests, 

allowing a time for prayer and case management. 

Special thanks to Deacon Brandon Malone, Fraser 

Intern Nelson Steinert and amazing member and 

volunteer Doug McAdoo!  

 

WINTER REFUGE  

We had a fruitful season at the 2020 Winter Refuge, hosting 

beautiful friends, some of whom are struggling with grave 

disabilities. It was a joy to experience our mutual healing and 

transformation as many guests accepted services for future 

housing. We are so grateful to the FPCH family for providing 

friendship, love and meals for this ministry!  

 

 

The Urban Missions team includes: Jennifer Christian-Herman, Chair and Elder on Session, 

Director Amie Quigley, Fraser Fellow Nelson Steinert, Robert McAdoo, and Scott Godfrey.  
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Women’s Ministry  

No pandemic will halt the ability of the women of FPCH to gather together, study the word, and 

fellowship! The women of FPCH were blessed in 2020 to have such a faithful leader in Andrea 

Knox, who gracefully led the women into the digital world with Zoom-based Wednesday Bible 

Studies even after the departure of our dear Jourdan Turner. Without fail, these zoom meetings 

have been a place where the Holy Spirit shows up and illuminates the text in community; praise 

the Lord for Andrea and each woman (of every age!) who keeps showing up to be together 

digitally.   

In December, Rebecca Russell, Eleanor Herbst, and a strong group of volunteer musicians and 

Scripture readers brought us a lovely evening of God’s Word, music, prayer, and Visio Divina 

for The Longest Night. While this wonderful event took place over zoom, it can also be viewed 

on FPCH’s YouTube page, making it both a women’s ministry event and a practice that can 

enrich the church as a whole.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 2020 also saw the beginning of the FPCH Women’s Book Club. The club greatly 

enjoyed using Zoom to explore different types of literature together. The photo collage above 

includes all of the books we discussed in 2020 and early 2021.   

The women of FPCH are rich in wisdom, insight, and depth – a great gift to all of us!  
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Worship, Music & Prayer Ministry  

"But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.” (John 4:23) 

  

January/February – The year began with our annual Anointing Sunday, which was a 

wonderful service of prayer for the New Year and for the needs in individual 

lives. We maintained our regular worship schedule: Contemplative Service at 8:30am and 

Worship Together at 11:00am.  

March/April – With the arrival of COVID-19 in March, we suddenly needed to adapt to online 

worship. This resulted in creating an active YouTube channel and assembling a recording 

process. Our YouTube channel currently has 318 subscribers and 117 videos (a combination of 

worship services, special services, pastoral updates and children’s messages). While the 

challenge of creating online worship was something new, we are confident that heading in this 

direction will be a wonderful way for the FPCH family to stay connected with current members 

and past members who live outside the area yet would still like to be a “part” of worship at 

FPCH. Truly, God has made and will continue to make good things come out of this transition 

that caught us all off-guard. Here’s a glimpse of our YouTube channel:  

 

During the Lenten Season, we continued with our online worship, posting all Holy Week 

services on our YouTube channel. Our viewership during this time was encouraging: Palm 

Sunday (716 views), Good Friday (647 views), Easter Sunday (1,000 views).  
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May/June/July/August - During the summer months, as our congregation and neighborhood 

navigated the lifestyle changes of Covid-19, FPCH continued to provide hopeful online 

worship, prayer and fellowship time.  

September/October – September marked a transition in staff as we said goodbye to Worship 

Coordinator, Brooke Coxon, and welcomed our new Worship Coordinator, Joletta Sells. We are 

encouraged by Joletta’s knowledge and experience in worship planning, and we are hopeful that 

FPCH will continue to be a place of Biblical worship in Los Angeles. During this season, we 

also began in-person Prayer Walks under the leadership of Tom Hartshorn and Amie Quigley. 

Approximately 40 people gathered together every other Saturday morning to pray for session, 

staff, members of the congregation, and all other needs represented by the people at FPCH.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November/December – On Sunday, November 8, 2020, we held our first outdoor, in-person 

worship service in the Mears courtyard. It was an exciting day as we welcomed 50 congregation 

members for worship. After such a long season of not meeting together, simply being face-to-

face and in the presence of our God was incredibly uplifting. These services continue to meet 

every week at 8:30am and are an encouragement to all who attend. Even though we are 

enjoying outdoor worship, much of our worship continues to take place online. Our online 

Thanksgiving service reached over 200 views, which is higher than the usual in-person 

attendance for this service. A special part of the Thanksgiving service was reading a 

compilation of words of thankfulness written by our own congregation members.  

In December, the Saturday Prayer Walks transitioned into outdoor Advent Services, planned by 

Fraser Fellow, Dean Choi. The theme was Mercy Restores. Our Advent season culminated with 

a very creative and wonderful online Family Christmas Service, led by Courtney Rominger. 

Many FPCH children and families participated in the dramatic re-telling of Jesus’ birth. It was 

wonderful to see the faces of friends and church family that have not been seen for a long while. 

Courtney also led the women through a meaningful Visio Divina service for the Longest Night. 

In the New Year, we look forward to resuming sanctuary worship!  

The Worship Team consists of Tim Hodgin, Sharon Langley, Blake Russell, Interim Senior 

Pastor Tim Eichler, and Worship Coordinator Joletta Sells.   
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Young Adults   

Our young adults enjoyed using the Studio 

ministry space at the “bookend” months of 

2020. Before the COVID shutdown, our 

Young adult and Missions Coordinator 

Maddie Smith continued to host and lead 

our group in the early months of winter 

2020. Maddie and her husband Preston 

transitioned to Seattle as Maddie is pursuing 

a degree in Psychology from the School of 

Theology and Psychology of Seattle.  We 

are grateful for the heart and care Maddie 

invested in our young adults over the past 

few years! 

 

As Maddie transitioned, so did our group meetings to Zoom. Pastor Joel led a faithful group of 

young people through 2 Corinthians and the Gospel of Mark Sunday mornings before our online 

worship service. Pastoral Intern Dean Choi and Avrielle Corti also had opportunities to lead the 

Bible study. It was great to see some new faces emerge on Zoom over the summer and see 

God’s faithful presence bringing young people together online.   

 

The Studio ministry space came back to life in 

the past few months and the group is meeting for 

Bible study in person on Sunday mornings after 

the 8:30am service. Susannah Russell is leading a 

book study on Monday evenings. The group is 

rebuilding with a faithful core of young 

people. We give thanks to God as He is making 

all things new in our young adult ministry!   
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Appendix A: FPCH Financial Statement YTD December 31, 2020 
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Appendix B: FPCH Budget 2021 

 

 


